
 
Greetings everyone!  
     As I am writing this all I can do is daydream about spring and then 
summer with our beautiful daylilies blooming, the sun shining, and 
warm weather. But unfortunately it is cold and snowing again--sigh. 
    The cure for the winter blues will be the spring luncheon on March 15 
at the Concordville Inn starting at 11:30 AM. We will have Richard Norris 
as our speaker. He is the hybridizer of ‘Pigment of Imagination’, that 
stunning cultivar seen at National and Regional.  He will tell us about 
his hybridizing program and all the other beautiful cultivars that he has 
introduced. There will also be a small auction of his cultivars, so come 
prepared to bid on some of his introductions. Don't delay in sending 
your reservation for this luncheon. The Concordville Inn has great food, 
and we always have a wonderful time there.   
    Be sure to mark your calendars for all the upcoming DVDS events. If 
you haven't potted up any daylilies for the plant sale at Longwood Gar-
dens on July 12, be sure to do so as soon as the weather gets warm 
enough. We always sell lots of plants there, especially if they are in 
bloom. 
    If you have not checked out the website for Charlotte's Daylily Diary, 
be sure to do so. Two of our member's’ gardens are featured-the won-
derful garden of Darrel Apps and the beautiful new garden of Linda Sa-
rine.  www.daylilydiary.com 
    This year’s regional meeting will be sponsored by the Richmond Area 
Daylily Society (RADS) on June 20 -22 in Richmond, Virginia. Register 
now for a fun time in Richmond with good food, folks, and beautiful 
gardens.  
    Unfortunately, if you have not already registered for the National in 
Asheville, the registration is closed. They have registered more than 
600 people, which is the maximum number they can accommodate. I 
will make sure to give everyone a report on the National in the fall. 
Keep warm, and hopefully spring will be here before we know it.  Hope 
to see everyone at the spring luncheon. 
 

Dave Guleke, President, DVDS 
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      The 2014 daylily season will start with our annual spring luncheon, held again at the Concord-
ville Inn on March 15th. This year, we are excited to welcome Richard Norris, an Ohio hybridizer 
known for great performers in the colder zones. What could be more exciting than to see beauti-
ful daylilies after this cold winter we had! I am certain that you will want to add Richard’s intro-
ductions to your collection after his presentation. 
This luncheon is an opportunity you don’t want to miss! Unfortunately, like last year, if you 
would like the crab cake dish, there is an extra $ 5 fee. 
Cost - $25 per person 
           1-Chicken Picante 
           2-Vegetarian sauté 
Cost-$30 per person   
           3--Broiled Crab Cake 
When: March 15th, 2014, at 11:30 AM 
Where: The Brandywine Room at the Concordville Inn Restaurant. The restaurant is located at 
the intersection of Route 1 and 322, Concordville, PA. The address is 780 Baltimore Pike, Glen 
Mills, PA 19342. The restaurant phone number is 610-358-9400. 
 
 
 
 

www.concordville.com 
 
 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 

Please complete the reservation form below and mail it along with a check payable to DVDS by 

March 11th to: Julieta Calmon 

                         1549 Tanglewood Drive 

                         West Chester, PA 19380 

Name ________________________________________Entree #_______ 

Name ________________________________________Entree #_______ 

Name _______________________________________  Entree #_______ 

Name ________________________________________Entree #_______ 

 

Amount enclosed: $ 

Any questions? Call Julieta at 610-651-0827 or e-mail her at julieta.calmon@gmail.com 

2014 DVDS SPRING LUNCHEON by Julieta Calmon 
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MEET OUR SPEAKER, RICHARD NORRIS  by Beth Creveling 

Born and raised in the flatlands of the Toledo, Ohio area, Richard Norris moved to the south-
eastern part of the state upon graduating from the University of Toledo in 1968. The rolling, 
wooded hills and tranquility of this area drew him there. For 32 years he was a public high school 
teacher specializing in Spanish and social studies. Richard and his wife Janice were looking for a 
more rural existence and so in 1972 they purchased 40 acres of farmland with open fields and 
deep woods. As city people, they knew little about farm life but felt drawn to the land. 

 
  The purchase of a packet of tetraploid daylily seed from Parks sealed Richard’s fate as a hybrid-
izer. He started the seeds in his small greenhouse just like the dozens and dozens of other peren-
nial seeds he did that fateful year. The plants bloomed each in their own time, but, when the 
daylilies made their appearance, there was a revelation. “This was too easy, too much fun and 
too rewarding to not be explored further!” A purchase of some fifty plants from the Wilds 
brought further delight. Richard took up the role of bee with the first summer’s blooms. 

 
  Richard and Janice now raise some 1000 of the newest registered cultivars, mostly tetraploids, 
along with perhaps 15,000 seedlings from recent years’ pollinations. In 1999, they introduced 
their first introduction, FLIGHT OF THE RAVEN. Jan and Richard both retired after 32 years in the 
classroom in 2000. Since then he has had only one full-time job, which he loves. 

 
  Richard hybridizes in the greenhouse but raises plants only outdoors. This is to be able to select 
for adaptation to the conditions in which daylilies are meant to be grown. He is most distressed 
by the trend to bloom seedlings under conditions other than outdoors. His theme has become 
Northern Performance. This past year some 1000 of the seedlings were reblooming here in August 
and September. In Ohio, rebloom is not easy or common. They are confident that they will have 
some very fine rebloomers to offer in the coming years. Combining rebloom with early morning 
opening (EMO) has become central to their program. They feel there is little use for rebloom 
much farther north than the Ohio-Michigan border unless the reblooming plants are able to open 
properly under very cold conditions.  

 
  Richard no longer sells the introductions of others, concentrating instead on his own 81 intro-
ductions. His best-known areas of achievement are in the area of northern instant rebloom and 
the no-trumpet look coming from the ‘Substantial Evidence’ lines. To date his cultivars have re-
ceived 14 HM awards. Almost every cultivar that has been nominated has received the award. 
Out of the 53 cultivars that have been introduced for long enough, 14 have been given the nod by 
the garden judges. That may be the record percentage for the AHS. ‘Pigment of Imagination’ 
won the HM in 2012 with the third highest vote, despite very limited distribution at that point. It 
also received the second highest number of votes for the President’s Cup at the National that 
year. At the 2013 Region 2 symposium Ted Petit publicly concurred with Larry Grace in the opin-
ion that ‘Pigment of Imagination’ is likely the most important hybridizing plant available at the 
moment. 

     So come out to the spring luncheon and hear Richard’s presentation!  ‘Pigment of Imagina-

tion’ will be one of the plants in his auction. 
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MEMBERSHIP NOTE: by Anne Zagarella 

     Dues are now due.  
 

 
     If you have not renewed your membership dues for 2014, it is time to do so.  The expiration 
year for your dues was listed on the membership list published last summer. Please email me or 
call me if you cannot find that list and I can let you know if you need to pay.  About half of our 
current membership has not yet paid 2014 dues.  You can also find out your status at the Spring 
Luncheon, March 15, 2014, and pay there if necessary.  If you have not paid by then, you will re-
ceive a postcard reminder.  After that time, unpaid dues will result in your name being removed 
from the list – no more newsletters, invites, fun events, or daylily fixes! 
 
     The postcard does not, however, list all the payment options available. You may pay for as 
many years as you like at any time at $10 per year.  Please make checks to DVDS and send them 
to the address listed on the membership application.  If you pay for 5 years, you get a discount, 
making the cost $45.00 for 5 years.  For $150 you can pay for a lifetime membership for your 
household and never be bothered about paying again! 
 
     It is not necessary to print the membership application if all the information has remained the 
same, but  please send me any changes of address, phone number, or email address.  Also, 
please inform me if you do not wish to have your contact information published to all members. 
So if you haven’t paid, bring your checkbook along to the Spring Luncheon and see me there. 
 
Membership Application 
Name___________________________________ Renewal______________ 
Address_________________________________ New Member__________ 
City________________________ State _____ Zip code______________ 
Telephone number_____________________ 
Email_______________________________ 
AHS member for 2014? Yes________ No_________ 
_____Please do NOT include my membership information in the directory. 
_____ 1 year membership  $10 
_____ 5 year membership  $45 
_____ Lifetime membership $150 
Membership dues for DVDS are $10 annually per mailing address. For new members who join from 
July through December, membership is valid thru the following year. (For example- if as a new 
member you joined at the sale in August,2013, your dues are paid for 2014). 
Checks payable to DVDS may be sent to: 
Anne Zagarella 
6453 Woodbury Drive 
Slatington, PA 18080 
zag66@verizon.net 

Membership questions: call 610-767-9478 
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'Pigment of Imagination' (Norris, 2008)   
Yes, these images are the SAME flower!  First photo taken around 7 a. m., the second 
around 3 in the afternoon.  Beth Creveling 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                      
Also speaking of daylilies, DVDS has purchased a couple of seedlings created by Mary Gaskin 
that will be named and introduced at some point from our club. Here are a couple of photos 
of these gorgeous seedlings.  Jacque’ De Jesse                                                                                                          



  

Calendar-2014 (See inside for details!)   

 
March 15        SPRING LUNCHEON, Concordville Inn  
                    With Richard Norris as speaker 
May 3           PLANT EXCHANGE and New Members 
                     at Jacque’ De Jesse’s house 
May 4           CHESTNUT HILL DAY 
Jun.20-22     REGIONAL MEETING in Richmond, VA 
June 25-29    AHS NATIONAL CONVENTION  
                    in Asheville, N.C. 
July 12        FLOWER SHOW at Longwood Gardens 
June-July     GARDEN TOURS, TBA 
August 16      SPLIT AND SPLASH at E. Goshen Park  
August 23       SALE AND AUCTION at  
                    The Good Samaritan church      
Oct. 18-19    LILYHEMMER 
Nov. 8           FALL LUNCHEON  
                     United Church of Christ 

2014 DVDS EVENT SCHEDULE 

Delaware Valley Daylily Society 
Jacqueline De Jesse, Editor 
Membership: 
6453 Woodbury Drive 
Slatington, PA 18080 

Jacque’s seedling that won in the 
seedling bed at last year’s  
regional.  
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